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Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1: (Currently Amended) A system, comprising 

a receiver configured to: 

receive a first broadcast stream , a portion of the first broadcast stream having a 

first priority indicator-x^see^ated^vkh^aki First bro adcast st ream ; and 

a receiver receive receiving a separate second media having a second priority 
indicator, th e se p ara t e sec on d m e d ia to be played d u r i ng th e p o r t io n of t he first broadcast stream; 

determine whether the first priority indicator is greater than the second priority 

indicator; and 

delay the insertion of the separate second media until another portion of the first 

broadcast stream having a third priority indicator in response to determining that the first priority 
indicator is greater than the second priority indicator, the third priority indicator being less than 
the second priority indicator. , the receiver permitting automatic insertion of the second media or 
an indication of the second media into an a ud i o or visual presentation of first broadcast stream 
without replacement of any meta data that may exist in the first broadca s t stream based on a 
compa ris on o f said first pr i ority i n dicat or a n d sa i d s econd prior ity indi cato r , t h e automati c 

Claim 2: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein the first and second priority 
indicators comprise at least one of a numbers, ajetters, and a or symbols. 

Claim 3: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein the separate second media 
and the first broadcast stream are the same media. 

Claim 4: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein t he s e parate second media 
and the first broadcast stream are different media. 

Claim 5: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein an event triggers the-an 
insertion of the separate second media i nsert ion into the first broadcast stream. 
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Claim 6: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 5 wherein the event includes 
noti fi cati o n4hat-att an arrival of an e-mail message-h as arrive d. 

Claim 7: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein a signal need e d - to -ehaftge 
configured to change the first priority indicator of the med ia insertion is programmed by a time 
mark, the time mark synchronizing the second media insertion with the first broadcast stream. 

Claim 8: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 further wherein one or more 
additional priority indicators are associated with the first broadcast stream using at least one of a 
pilot tone and a ef watermark. 

Claim 9: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 wherein the first and second priority 
indicators are as signed to the s e co nd media by a user of the svstem user specified . 

Claim 10: (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the receiver is part of a television system 
or radio system. 

Claim 11: (Currently Amended) A method of inserting media into a broadcast stream, the 
method comprising: 

tEaBs m ittin g-rece i v ing a first broadcast stream having a first priority indicator , wherein 
the first priority indicator is associated with a portion of the first broadcast stream; 

receiving a -and-separate second media having a second priority indicator , the separate 
second media configured for insertion into the first broadcast stream during the first portion of 
the first broadcast stream: 

determining whether the first priority indicator is greater than the second priority 

indicator; to a receiver of a broadcast system; and 

in response to determining that the first priority indicator is greater than the second 

priority indicator, delay ing the insertion of the separate second med ia into the first broadcast: 
stream, 

automatically inserting the second media or an indicat i on of the second media into an 

audie-w j wde(>HFepre 
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re pla c e me nt of any met a dat a th at ma y ex ist - in the first b roadcast stream bas ed on a c omparison 
broad cast stream is lost 

Claim 12: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein the first and second 
priority indicators comprise nambers. le tter s -"er - -s yfnbete at least one of a n u mber, letter and 
symbol . 

Claim 13: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein the separate second 
media and the first broadcast stream are the same media. 

Claim 14: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein the separate second 
media and the first broadcast stream are different media. 

Claim 15: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein an event triggers an 
insert ion of the separate second media insertion into the first broadcast stream. 

Claim 16: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 15 wherein the event includes 

no ti fication t hat an e-mail message has ar riv ed an arrival of an e-mail message . 

Claim 17: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein a broadcaster may further 
a s s -i gn- a plurality of add itiona l priority indicators t€^4ifferent -se g i nen ts- are each associated with a 
different portion of the first broadcast stream, wherein the plurality o f addi tional priority 
indicators are embedded into the first broadcast stream using at l e ast one o f a pilot tone er and a 
watermark. 

Claim 18: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein a-breadeaster ^-may-assign 
a plurality of additional priority indicators are each associated with- te adifferent 
portion scgflaente of the first broadcast stream based on a 5«W ivteioiM>r-geographic area?4he 
additio n al plurality of prior i ty i nd ic at ors al lowing broadcaster s to sell advertising sp ac e f o r t h e 
fK*ftlciria^ 
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Claim 19: (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 wherein a signal gse4- configured 
to change the first priority indicator of the media insertion is programmed by a time mark, the 
time mark synchronizing the second media insertion with the first broadcast stream. 

Claim 20: (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a receiver in tha~a_set-top box , the receiver configured to receive a first broadcast stream 
hw-mg -associated with a first priority indicator over a first network, wherein the first priority 
indicator is received through a second network different from the first network ; and 

the receiver receiving a separate second media fewiftg- associated with a second priority 
indicator, the receiver perm i tting insertion configured to insert e fcthe second media or an 
indication of the second media into an audio or video reproduction of the first broadcast stream 
without replacement of an y m e t a data that may exist in the first broadcast stream based on a 
comparison of the first priority indicator and the second priority indicator such that no content of 
the first broadcast stream is lost. 

Claim 21 : (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 20 wherein the first and second 
priority indicators comprise numbers, l etters, or symbols at least one of a number, a letter and a 
symbol . 

Claim 22: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 20 wherein the separate second media 
and the first broadcast stream are the same media. 

Claim 23: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 20 wherein the separate second media 
and the first broadcast stream are different media. 

Claim 24: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 20 wherein an event triggers the an 
insertion of the second media inser&en-into the first broadcast stream is triggered by an event . 

Claim 25: (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 24 wherein the event includes 

notification that an e mail message has arrived an arrival of an e-mail message . 
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Claim 26: (Currently Amended) A machine-readable storage medium tangibly embodying a 
sequence of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method for inserting media into 
a broadcast stream, the method comprising: 

receivi ng a first broadc as t stream havin g a fi rst prior it y ind i cator, wherein the first 

priority indicator is associated with a portion of the first broadcast stream; 

receiving a separate second media having a second priority indicator, the separate second 

media configured for insertion into the first broadcast stream during the first portion of the first 
broadcast stream; 

determining whether the first priority indicator is greater than the second priority 

indicator; and 

in response to determining that the first priority indicator is greater than the second 

priority ind icator, delaying the insertion of the separate second media into the first broadcast 
stream. 

t r ansm i tti ng a first broadcast s tream having a fi rs t priority indicator associated with sa i d 

fir st bro adcast stream an d a separa te sec ond media having a se cond p ri ority indicator; and 

inserting the second media or an indication of the second media into an audio or video 

reproduction of the first broadcast stream without rep l acement of any meta data that may exist in 

priority ind i cator, the second media i s i nserted such that no content of the first broadcast stream 
is lost . 

Claim 27: (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 26 
wherein the first and second priority indicators comprise numbers, letters, or symbol s at least one 
of a number, a letter and a symbol . 

Claim 28: (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 26 
wherein the separate second media and the first broadcast stream are the same media. 

Claim 29: (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 26 
wherein the separate second media and the first broadcast stream are different media. 
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Claim 30: (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 26 
wherein an event triggers the -an in sett ion of the second media inseftk>B~into the broadcast 
stream. 

Claim 3 1 : (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 30 
wherein the event includes notification that an e-mail m es sage has arrived a n arrival of an e-mail 
message . 

Claim 32: (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 26 
wherein a broadcaster may ass i gn a plurality of additional priority indicators are each assoc iated 
with a te different portionsegmefHs of a-the first broadcast stream, the plurality of additional 
priority indicators embedded into the first broadcast stream using a pilot tone or watermark. 

Claim 33: (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 26 
wherein a b ro adc as te r m ay - a ssigtt-arplurality of additional priority indicators are each associated 
with tea different portion segments of the first broadcast stream based on a subdivision or 
geographic area, the plurality of additional priority indicators allowing broadcasters to sell 
advertising space for the particular subdivision or geographic area. 

Claim 34: (Previously Presented) The machine-readable storage medium of Claim 26 
wherein the priority indicators are assigned to the second media by a local user of the system. 

Claim 35: (Canceled). 

Claim 36: (Currently Amended) A method of inserting media into a broadcast stream, the 
method comprising: 

transmitting , over a first network, a first broadcast stream including a plurality of 
programs wherein each of said plurality of programs has an associated fi rst priority indicator; 

transmitting , over the first network, a separate second media meludh^- associated with a 
second medi^-priority indicato r, wherein the first and second priority indicators are transmitted 
separately over a second network, different from the first network ; and 
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automatically inserting the second media or an indication of the second media withou t 
feplaeemeBR#-a^^ on a comparison 

of said associated priority indicators of said plurality of programs in said first broadcast stream 
and said second media priority indicator; 

wherein said second media is presented such that no content of the first broadcast stream 

is lost. 
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